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What is ReadBasix?
How does it help Ohio?
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Research Foundations

Developed by
Educational Testing

Service (ETS) under the
Department of

Education’s Reading for
Understanding Initiative

in 2009. 

 

A team from (ETS) and
the Florida Center for

Reading Research
(FCRR) worked to create

assessments that
focused on skills

needed to successfully
comprehend text.

Based on reading
science... backed by

over 20 years of
research and over a

dozen journal
articles...trusted by

researchers...

ReadBasix is one of
the assessments that
came from this body
of research seeking to
gather the data that
helps us understand
why some students

experience difficulty
comprehending text. 

 

ReadBasix is the most
rigorously validated

reading assessment and
the only reading

assessment designed
specifically to extract

the insights
relevant to upper

elementary, middle, and
high school students.
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Approved in Ohio
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What Does ReadBasix Assess?2
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ReadBasix is an assessment of adolescents’
foundational reading skills- pinpointing
exactly where they need support on their
journey to fluent reading comprehension.
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WORD RECOGNITION

Fluent execution and
coordination of word
recognition and text
comprehension

SKILLED READING:

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
(facts, concepts, etc.)

VOCABULARY
(breadth, precision, links, etc.)

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
(syntax, semantics, etc.)

VERBAL REASONING
(inference, metaphor, etc.)

LITERACY KNOWLEDGE
(print concepts, genres, etc.)

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS
(syllables, phonemes, etc )

DECODING
spelling-sound correspondences)

(alphabetic principle,

SIGHT RECOGNITION
(of familiar words)

increasingly
strategic

increasingly

automatic

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

Scarborough’s Reading Rope 

(Scarborough, 2001)

Scarborough's Rope (2001)
represents the complexity of

reading and breaks the process of
reading into subskills- much like
the ReadBasix assessment does. 



SUBTESTS AND SKILLS AVG-MAX1

Subtest 1: Word Recognition & Decoding 5-8 min

Subtest 2: Vocabulary 5-9 min

Subtest 3: Morphology 5-10 min

Subtest 4: Sentence Processing 5-9 min

Subtest 5: Reading Efficiency 5-13 min

Subtest 6: Reading Comprehension 20-30 min

Note.  The MAX time reflects the time limit for each subtest.1

 

Subtests and Timing
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Subtest 1
Word Recognition and Decoding
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Subtest 2
Vocabulary

© 2026 Charmtech Labs LLC (d/b/a Capti).
Unauthorized reproduction, distribution, or use prohibited.



Subtest 3
Morphology
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Subtest 4
Sentence Processing
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Subtest 5
Reading Efficiency
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Subtest 5
Reading Efficiency
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Subtest 6
Reading Comprehension
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SUBTESTS AND SKILLS AVG-MAX1

Subtest 1: Word Recognition & Decoding 5-8 min

Subtest 2: Vocabulary 5-9 min

Subtest 3: Morphology 5-10 min

Subtest 4: Sentence Processing 5-9 min

Subtest 5: Reading Efficiency 5-13 min

Subtest 6: Reading Comprehension 20-30 min

Subtests and Timing
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Day 1
Subtests
1,2,3, & 5

Day 2
Subtests 

4 & 6



How Do You Navigate the
ReadBasix Assessment

Platform?
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Demo Site: capti.com/demo
Password: demo3
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https://www.capti.com/capti-site/roller-ui/signon.rol?linktype=assess#create-demo-account


ReadBasix Educator Manual
We are here to help, and so is the Educator Manual.
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https://www.captivoice.com/capti-site/themes/capti/pdf/CaptiAssessTeacherManual.pdf


The MTSS Guide and Group Report
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Home Reports and Student Reports



Instructional Recommendations Catalog

★  INSTRUCTIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS CALALOG ★

Suggestions for grade-level
RESEARCH BASED AND EVIDENCED BACKED 

routines, strategies, programs can be found here.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGGGvd49OU/6JjBc9tpaUZVisbIJUI7Tg/view?utm_content=DAGGGvd49OU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h06a50bf1f6
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGGGvd49OU/6JjBc9tpaUZVisbIJUI7Tg/view?utm_content=DAGGGvd49OU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h06a50bf1f6


How Do You Analyze the
Data?

4
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ReadBasix Scale Score Cut Points
Grades 3-12
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The Decoding Threshold
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(Wang, O’Reilly, & Sutherland, 2024)

225
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 225 WRD Score
Decoding Threshold

Reading
Skills

Free to
GrowGrowth in

Reading Skills
Restricted by

Decoding

Decoding Threshold Bottleneck



  ReadBasix Data Analysis Process

Step 1.
Word-Level

Skills

Step 2.
Sentence-Level

Skills

Step 3.
Passage-Level

Skills
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Step 3.
Sentence-Level 

Skills 

Step 4.
Passage-Level 

Skills 

Step 1.
Word-Level

Skills 

1 2 3 4
Word-Reading

Skills
Language 

Skills
Syntactic 

Skills
Passage-Level 

Skills

Does the student
read words

accurately enough to
access text?

Does the student
understand and use
word meanings and

word parts?

Does the student
understand how

words work together
in sentences?

Does the student
build meaning

across connected
text?



Use this Sequence to Identify Needs and Apply Decision Rules

Check: Word Recognition
and Decoding (WRD)

If the data show...

WRD ≤ 210 Measure phonemic
awareness

WRD 
211-225

Provide phonics
instruction

WRD < 250
Provide multisyllabic

word reading
instruction

WRD ≥ 250 Move to Step 2
Language Skills

1 Word-Reading Skills
The student’s ability to

recognize sight words and
decode unfamiliar words

3

SP < 250

SP ≥ 250

Check: Sentence Processing (SP)

If the data show...

Provide sentence-
level instruction

Move to Step 4
Passage-Level Skills

Syntactic Skills
The student’s ability to

process how words work
together in sentences

If the data show..
Similar patterns
across students or
groups

Then consider...
Determine Tier 1 implications
Tier 1 data trend summary
Grouping rule revision

Scheduling/staffing response
Data-to-action meeting
Progress review cycle

Check: 
Group, grade, and school trends
Subtest patterns across groups
Growth patterns over time

5
ACROSS STUDENTS: LOOK FOR TIER 1 IMPLICATIONS Is this a pattern for many students?

ReadBasix Data Decision Guide

Language Skills2

VOC or
MOR < 250

VOC and
 MOR ≥ 250

Check: Vocabulary (VOC)
and Morphology (MOR)

If the data show...

Provide
morphological

awareness
instruction that

supports vocabulary
development

Move to Step 3
Syntactic Skills

The student’s ability to use
word meanings and word parts

to support understanding

4
Passage-Level Skills

RE < 250

RE ≥ 250 and
RC < 250

RE and 
RC ≥ 250

Check: Reading Efficiency (RE),
Reading Comprehension (RC)

If the data show...

Provide fluency
instruction

Provide
comprehension

instruction

Continue with core
instruction and

monitor progress

The student’s ability to silently 
read quickly and accurately while they

construct meaning within connected text

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wYZ6aeua-3Cc701sT90aSFf4afw_Ie8y/view?usp=sharing


ReadBasix: Optimal Implentation 
ReadBasix can be given at three benchmark periods set in dates of your choosing:
Fall, Winter, and Spring (These are typically referred to as BOY, MOY, EOY)

* frequent, weekly or bi-weekly, progress monitoring should be in the form of curriculum-
based measures and NOT with ReadBasix. ReadBasix is too global a measure and is not

recommended for weekly or bi-weekly progress monitoring.

BOY can be used to identify needs and begin interventions, then ReadBasix can be
used for MOY and EOY to measure students’ overall progress in reading skills
across the school year.

Individual subtests in ReadBasix can be given every 6-8 weeks to monitor
progress on the skills that were targeted for additional support. 
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This data is simply what is needed to start this
important work of implementation!

This data is not intended to only inform
intervention- it is MTSS (system-wide) data. 

Research and practice indicate that fully
implementing a school-wide MTSS framework

is a 3–5 year process. It requires sustained
commitment, capacity building, and continuous

refinement.
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MTSS



Q&A 5
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Discover all that the platform has to offer and
experience the assessment on our Demo Site at

 Capti.com/demo
Code: demo3

Find video tutorials, manuals, and quick guides
at www.Capti.com

Capti Support
support@capti.com

888-533-7884
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Thank You!

Please reach out!

raven@capti.com

http://captivoice.com/demo
https://www.captivoice.com/capti-site/public/entry/readbasix
mailto:raven@capti.com
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